
Practitioner Guide:
School-community connections

For every school, and particularly in rural, regional and remote communities, the
Living Ripples Model offers an opportunity to engage, renew and establish community
connections and partnerships to support the school’s initiatives.

Because the Living Ripples Process fosters a locally led response built on real-time
data and evidence, local organisations, associations, community groups, councils and
youth groups, business industry, charities and social enterprises are interested and
often, are keen to contribute. After all, the school is helping the young people of the
community become active and engaged citizens, future employees, entrepreneurs,
leaders, volunteers and change makers.

The following checklist provides an overview of possible partners and community
connectors that may be able to support your school.



Checklist
Possible partners and community connectors

Arts and cultural
organisations

Drama, arts and crafts organisations, galleries, art/cultural events, including
those groups that host an annual event or biennial event.

Business and
business groups

All businesses, large and small operating within or connected to your
community including for profit, non-profit, social enterprises and trading
charities, chambers of commerce, business networking organisations, progress
and development associations, business hubs, small business enterprise
centres, rural transaction / service centres, economic development
associations.

Charitable groups and
causes Community Funds/Foundations Rotary, Probus, Country Women’s Association.

Counsellors Youth, school, crisis, rural, financial.

Other educational
institutions

Preschools, primary and secondary schools, before and after school care
centres, childcare centres, higher education and registered training
organisations.

Emergency services Police, fire, ambulance, State Emergency Service �SES�, coastguard.

Financial services Banks, community foundations, banks, credit unions and societies, societies of
accountants.

Health and health
services

Hospitals, emergency health services, community health services, specialists,
multipurpose health centres.

Indigenous
organisations

Elders, National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples representatives, Land
Councils, local councils, Indigenous service providers and businesses (see
business and business groups above), ranger groups.

Industry Major employers, government (particularly state and national), major service
providers, corporations, utility organisations.

Libraries
Libraries of public and educational institutions including access to online
journals of specific associations, council and regional development association
resources.

Local community
action groups

Parents and citizen’s �P&C� committees, environmental groups, residents’
groups, landholder associations.



Local government Elected officials, councillors and mayor, former elected officials, staff, youth
councils / forums, residents or rate payers’ groups.

Local media / social
media

Local television, newspapers (online), editors, reporters and journalists,
photographers, radio presenters, local influencers, relevant social media groups
where there are connections with your priorities �Facebook etc).

Men’s / Women’s /
Youth groups Youth groups, Men’s Sheds, CWA, also see ‘Charitable Groups and Causes’

Multicultural
associations

Migrant welfare groups, community associations, community centres, refugee
organisations.

Older person’s groups University of the Third Age, sporting associations for older people, aged care
services and providers.

Political / lobby
organisations

Unions, branches or subbranches of political
parties, lobby organisations or associations and interest groups.

Religious groups Multi-denominational religious associations and groups.

Research
organisations

Development and testing facilities for companies, agricultural research farms
and centres, centres for cooperative research, research facilities of
organisations, universities, environmental monitoring and weather stations.

Service clubs Returned Services League clubs.

Sporting associations
& groups

All sports played locally in junior and or senior leagues, visiting competitions,
events / sports people attend outside of the community, sporting associations
including state or territory representatives and national representative
organisations.

Tourism associations Local and regional associations, business groups focussed on tourism, tourism
associations at the state and national level.

Veterans’ groups See service clubs and also older persons groups above.

Welfare organisations
Centrelink/Department of Human Services, Mission Australia, The Benevolent
Society, Brotherhood of St Laurence, United Way, church groups and
associations, refuge centres, Salvation Army.

Youth groups and
networks

Youth and community groups, YMCA, PCYC and like organisations, community
health centres, drop-in centres, church programs for young people, local
skateboard or other sporting groups, drama, youth choir, police run youth
groups, youth services including schools, government services, childcare
centres, family day care centres, playgroup associations.


